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Preface

This is the Handbook for first-aid volunteers (Chirurgeons) of the Society for Creative
Anachronism (SCA). Between these pages you will find the corporate policies and
administrative guidelines, as well as instructions for newcomers on how to become a
Chirurgeon. For Chirurgeons who already hold warrants, this Handbook is your reference
to the administrivia of the Chirurgeonate at all levels of the SCA. The Handbook may look
like something entirely new — but it isn't. Most of the information herein is from the 1992
edition of the Handbook, only rearranged and reorganized.

In the mid eighties, the Board of Directors of the SCA directed the Society's first-aid
coordinator (the Chirurgeon General) to restructure the Chirurgeonate as it then existed.
The 1986 Handbook was one of the products of that restructuring. The organization of the
Chirurgeonate as described in the 1986 Handbook is the one we still use today.

The 1986 Handbook described the hierarchy of the Chirurgeonate from the top down,
starting with the job description of the Chirurgeon General. The 1992 edition of the
Handbook, however, described the Chirurgeonate from the bottom up, so the information
most germane to Apprentice and Journeymen Chirurgeons was moved from the back of the
1986 Handbock to near the front of the 1992 Handbook. The purpose behind this was to
make the information on Apprentice and Journeymen Chirurgeons easier to find and use.

This revision incorporates policy changes made since the 1992 Handbook was issued. It is
also reorganized by topic, a departure from the warrant level/job description framework of
the 1992 and 1986 Handbocks. As much as possible, the dry legalistic style of the old
Handbooks has been replaced by less straightjacketed language. For the sake of making
each Section a coherent whole, some information appears more than once in the text. It is
our hope that this revision of the Handbook is an easier and friendlier guide to the
administration of the Chirurgeonate.

We hope that the people who read and use this Handbook will apply it with the spirit of its
intent in mind.

© Copyright 2004 — The Society for Creative Anachromsm, Inc. All Rights Reserved

This handbook 1s an official corporate pubhcation of the Society for Creative Anachronmism, Inc., a nonprofit orgamzation
dedicated to researching and recreating the customs, combat, and courtesy of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.

Copies of this document can be ordered from SCA Marketplace, PO Box 360789, Milpitas, CA 95036-
0789,

Members of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. may photocopy this work in whole or in part for
SCA use provided copyright credit is given and no changes are made to the text. The contents of this
document will be posted at http:/ /wwiv.sca.org and further reproduction on other infermnet sites is
expressly forbidden.
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Jutroduction

I.1. Who We Are

The Chirurgeonate is the volunteer first-aid organization of the Society for Creative
Anachronism, Inc., a non-profit educational organization devoted to the study of the Middle
Ages and Renaissance. It is part of the "living history" movement, where members try to
reproduce various aspects of the culture and technology of their period, as well as pursuing
more traditional historical research. The SCA sponsors events such as medieval
tournaments and feasts, where members dress in Medieval and Renaissance styles, and
participate in activities based on the civil and martial arts of the Middle Ages.

We use the medieval term "Chirurgeon"” [most commonly pronounced ki-erjiun] instead of
“first aider," "first responder,” or "medic" in our efforts to maintain a medieval atmosphere
at SCA events. We also use the Medieval blood-letting device, the fleam, as the symbol of
the Chirurgeonate instead of the modern red short-armed cross whose use is restricted by
international treaty to organizations affiliated with the International Red Cross and the
military.

The members of the Chirurgeonate include Red Cross-trained first aiders, medical doctors,
military medical corpsmen, nurses, paramedics, St. John's and St. Andrew's ambulance
volunteers, and many other medical volunteers and professionals. We come from all walks
of life and from many countries around the globe. We are united as members of the
Chirurgeonate for one purpose: to provide first aid at SCA events.

I.2. What We Do

The members of the Chirurgeonate provide first aid on a volunteer basis at SCA events.
First aid performed in the SCA is Good Samaritan in nature (see Appendix (3, and is
provided to anyone who asks at no cost to the recipient (see Section [II. 9). This has been our
tradition ever since Bjo of Griffin, arguably the first-known Chirurgeon, started bringing her
first-aid kit to SCA events, back in the days when there was but a single Kingdom.

I.3. Why the SCA has an Organized Chirurgeonate

Anyone can pack a first-aid kit and render care regardless of whether the Chirurgeonate
exists as part of the SCA. So why bother having an organized Chirurgeonate? Why not rely
on individual or self-organized first aiders, or outside emergency services, instead of an
SCA-sponsored group?

There are several overlapping reasons for the SCA to maintain its own first-aid
organization. Cost is one issue. Certain legal jurisdictions, like Pennsylvania, require some
form of on-site first aid and/or emergency care at large events with attendance in the
thousands. At events where we have a statutory "duty-of-care" imposed on the SCA due to
large attendance, like the Pennsic War in Pennsylvania, we do not need a Chirurgeonate per
se, but we do need to provide first aid. The costs of satisfying these “duty-of-care”
obligations with services hired from outside the SCA can be prohibitive, whereas SCA
Chirurgeonate volunteers donate their time.

Managerial control is another reason. Without an SCA Chirurgeonate whatsoever, first

aiders could not be disciplined or suspended for misbehavior or lack of cooperation with the
Marshallate (see Section II.13). The grievance procedure would be meaningless. There would
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